
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 

I L.S. ] 

ACT NO. 14 OF 1391 DAVlD E. JACK 
Governor-General. 

I ASSENT 4th July, 1991 
AN ACT t o  make ~ r o v i s i o n  for the conservation and 

maintenance o f  the environment i n  t he  
i n te res t  o f  hea l th  qeneral lv  and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  places frequented 
bv the pub l ic .  

16th July, 1991 I 

RE I T  ENACTED bv the Queen's Most Excel lent  
Plajestv. bv and wi th the advice and consent o f  
t he  House of  Assembly of  Saint Vincent and the  
Grenadines, and bv the au tho r i t v  of  t he  same, as 
fo l lows:-  

Short t i t l e  1. This Act mav be cxted as the 
Environmental Health Services Act. 1991. 

PART I 

In te ro re ta t  ihn 2. ( 1 ' )  I n  t h i s  Act. 

"air" means the unconfined po r t i on  

f t he  atmos~here excludins th *  
w i th in  anv s t ruc tu re  or underground 
50dCe: 

"animal" includes anv ruminant. 
swine, r a b b i t .  pou l t rv .  horse. dos. 
cat or w i l d  same and the carcass or 
anu Dart of  such animal: 

"authorised o f  f i r e r "  means anv 
hea l th  o f f i c e r .  o,:<rt o f f i c e r  or 
other Derson authorised bv the 
Min is te r  t o  oerforrn anv funct ion for 
the DurDoses of t h i s  Act: 

"Hoard" means the  Environmental 
Health Board establ  ished bv sect ion 
5 :  

"bu i l d ino "  includes the  c u r t i l a a e  u f  
a bu i l d ino :  



Act 1977 No. 9 

"Chief Environmental Health Of firer" 
means the oerson anpointed under 
section 8 to the office of Chief 
Environmental Health O f f  iserr 

"Chief Medical Officer" means the 
Derson aeoointed to the office o f  
Senior Medical Officer under section 
9 of the Public Health Flct, 1977: 

'contaminant or pollutantn means any 
sol id, l iquid, gas, odour, heat. 
sound. vibration. radiation or 
combination nf any of them resultinu 
directlv or indirectlv from the 
activities of man which may - 
(i) 'noair the quality of the 

natural environment for any 
use that can be made of it: 

( i i )  cause inlury or damaue t o  
property or animal life: 

( i i i )  cause harm or material 
discomfort to anv oerson: 

(iv:, adversely affect the health 
or impair the safetv of anv 
eerson: or 

(v) render anv eroeertv. elant 
or animal life unfit for 
use bv man: 

"contamination" means the state 
resultins from the Dresence of a 
contaminant: 

"Deoartment' means the Public Health 
Department established bv section 10 
of the Public Health Act. 1377: 

"discharue" includes anv seillinu. 
leakina. ~umeinu. poundinq. 
emittinu. emptvina or dumeina o f  anv 
effluent into the air. water or on 
land: 

Division" means the Environmental Health 
Division of th.e Public Health 
Deoartment: 

emission" means the act of oassina into 
the air. water or on land a 
contaminant or aas stream. visible 
or invisible: 



" e n v i r o n m e n t "  means t h e  n a t u r a l  man-made 
or a l t e r e d  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  a i r .  l a n d  o r  
w a t e r  i n c l u d i n s  t h e  c o a s t a l  w a t e r s  o f  
t h e  s e a :  

" e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r "  means t h e  
1::hief Medica l  O f f i c e r .  t h e  Medica l  
O f f i c e r  o f  H e a l t h .  a  h e a l t h  i n s p e c t o r .  a  
h e a l t h  n u r s e .  t h e  C h i e f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
H e a l t h  O f f i c e r  and a n v  o t h e r  p u b l i c  
o f f i c e r  whp i s  a D P o i n t e d  a s  a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  o r  whu is 
a u t h u r  i s e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n y  d u t i e s  under  
o r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  6 c t ;  

" f a c t o r v "  means a n v  D r e m i s e s  w h e r e i n  a n y  
s t o r a a e ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  P r o c e s s i n a ,  o r  
Ddcking o p e r a t  i o n  o r  a n y  combina t  i o n  
t h e r e o f  is u n d e r t a k e n :  

" f o ~ d "  i n c l u d e s  a n y  a r t i c l e  o f  f o o d  or 
d r i n k  or  a n y  a r t i c l e  o r  s u b s t a n c e  u s e d  
a s  an  i n a r e d i e n t  or c o o k i n a  medium i n  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  or o r e D a r a t i o n  of  food:  

" f u n c t  i,:ms" i n c l a ~ d e s  o o w e r s  and d u t i e s :  

" h e a l t h  o f f i c e r "  means a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  and a n v  o t h e r  Derson  who 
is r e a u i r e d  or a u t h o r i s e d  bv t h e  
M i n i s t e r .  tm-. o e r f o r m  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  a 
h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  under  t h i s  a c t :  

" h ~ u s e "  in , : ludes  a n v  d u e l  l i n o  o l a c e  a n d  
t h e  c u r t i l a o e  t h e r e o f  a n d  a n v  b u i l d i n a .  
v e s s e l .  t e n t .  v a n ,  s h e d  or s i m i l a r  
s t r m t u r e  u s e d  o r  i n t e n d e d  f o r  human 
h a b i t a t  ion :  

" l a n d "  means s u r f a c e  l a n d .  l a n d  c o v e r e d  
bv w a t e r  and a l l  ss- tb-soi l .  o r  a n v  
c o m b i n a t i o n  o r  p a r t  t h e r e o f :  

" l  i a u i d  w a s t e "  i n c l u d e s  

( .a)  sewane  a n d  human b o d v w a s t e s  a n d  
. ~ t h e r  o r s a n i c  w a s t e s  and w a s t e  w a t e r  
from t o i l e t s  a n d  o t h e r  r e c e o t a c l e s  
i n t e n d e d  t o  r e r e i v e  b ~ d v  w a s t e s :  

(b:) d r a i n a n e  frum h o s o i t a l s ,  s i r *  b a v s .  
d i s o e n s a r  i e s  a n d  ,:+her m e d i c a l  
oremisec v i a  b a t h s .  wash b a s i n s  and 
s i m i l d v  f  i ~ t u ~ e s :  



( C )  d r a i n a a e  from p l a c e s  where  a n i m a l s  
a r e  h e l d ,  r e a r e d .  o r  s l a u q h t e r e d :  

( d l  d v a i n a a e  a n d  w a s t e  w a t e r  f rom 
d o m e s t i c ,  i n d u s t r i a l .  ,:ommercial and 
a a r  i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  
4ooerat im:mns i n c l u d i n q  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  
and s t o r a s e  o f  c h e m i c a l s :  a n d  

(e )  a n y  o t h e r  w a s t e  w a t e r s ;  

"Local  Government' '  means a  body 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  acc,:<rdance w i t h  or u n d e r  
t h e  L o c a l  Government Oct .  1951: 

"Medi4:al O f f i c e r  o f  H e a l t h "  means a 
p e r s o n  a p ~ o i n t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  
Medica l  O f f i c e r  o f  H e a l t h  under  s e c t i o n  
9  uf t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Oct .  1977: 

" M i n i s t e r "  means t h e  M i n i s t e r  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f u r  m a t t e r s  r e l a t  i n a  t o  
h e a l t h :  

" M i n i s t r y "  means t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h :  

" a c c u o i e r "  means 

( a )  i n  t h e  c a s e  n f  a n y  erernises 
or p a r t  t h e r e o f ,  a p e r s u n  
i n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  o r  h a v i n a  
t h e  c h a r q e .  manaqement or 
c o n t r o l  o f  s u c h  p r e m i s e s  o r  
D a r t  t h e r e o f :  

(by3 i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  v e s s e l  or 
a i r c r a f t .  t h e  m a s t e r  o r  
o t h e r  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r a e :  

"owner" i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a n y  o r e m i s e s .  
means t h e  o e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  
r e n t  uf t h e  e r e m i s e s .  whether  on h i s  own 
a c c o u n t  o r  a s  an a o e n t  or t r u s t e e  or who 
w a ~ ~ ~ l d  b e  s o  e n t i t l e d  i f  s u c h  o r e m i s e s  
were  le t :  

" o e s t i c i d e "  means a n y  s u b s t a n c e  or 
mi!<trlre csf suhstang:es l n t e n d e d  f o r  
p r e v e n t i n s ,  d e s t r u v i n q ,  r e e e l l l n a  o r  
m i t i s a t i n o  a n y  r n s e r t s .  rrmdents. 
n e m a t o d e s ,  f n n o i .  weeds o r  o t h e r  f o r m s  
o f  o l a n t  or a n i m a l  l i f e  which a r e  
c o n s i d e r e d  n e s t s :  

" o o l l u t  i o n "  means t h e  s t a t e  r e s u l t  i n a  
from t h e  o r e s e n r e  o f  a  o o l l u t a n t :  



" o o r t  o f f i c e r "  i n c l u d e s  an  o f f i c e r  o f  
Cus toms ,  a n  i m m i o r a t i , m  o f f i c e r  and a n v  
o t h e ~  o f f i c e r  who is emoloved i n  a n v  
c a e a ~ i t v  a t  a n~mrt  i n  S a i n t  V i n c e n t  and 
t h e  G r e n a d i n e s :  

"eremises" i n c l u d e s  l a n d  whether  ,rmnen or 
c l o s e d .  whether  b u i l t  on o r  neat. whether  
o u b l i c  o r  D r i v a t e ,  and anv  house. 
a i r c r a f t .  s h i n .  v e s s e l .  b o a t .  bulk.. 
b a r a e ,  t e n t .  c a r a v a n .  s h e d  or s i m i l a r  
s t r u c t u r e :  

" u u b l i c  u l a c e "  i n c l u d e s  a n v  b u i l d i n o .  
o a r k .  c e m e t e r y .  o u b l  i c  b e a r h .  marke t  or 
m a r k e t  o l a c e  a n d  a n v  s t reet .  hiohwav.  
r o a d ,  b r i d s e .  w h a r f .  p i e r .  j e t t y .  l a n e .  
f o o t w a y ,  s a u a r e .  c o u r t .  a l l e v  o r  n a s s a a e  
whether  t h a r o u q h f a r e  o r  n o t  o r  a n v  n l a c e  
t o  which t h e  p u b l i c  is e n t i t l e d  o r  
p e r m i t t e d  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  whether  an 
navment or o t h e r w i s e ;  

" R e q u l a t  l o n s "  mean R e q u l a t  i o n s  made 
p u ~ s u a n t  t o  t h ~ s  Act: 

" s e l l "  i n c l u d e s  t o  o f f e r  o r  e x n a s c  for 
s a l e  o r  h a v e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  f o r  s a l e ;  

" s o l  i d  w a s t e "  i n c l u d e s  a s h e s .  a a r b a a e .  
r e f u s e .  l i t t e r  a n d  o t h e r  d i s c a r d e d  s a l  i d  
r a t e r  i a l  r e s u l t  i n o  from dm3mest i c .  
i n d u s t r i a l .  commerc ia l  a n d  a a r i c u l t u r a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  from communitv a c t i v i t i e s  
b u t  d o e r  n o t  i n c l u d e  sewaoe:  

" v e h i c l e "  means a n v  c a r .  t r u c k .  t r a , : t o r .  
m o t o r c v c l e .  b i c v c l e .  c a r t  o r  o t h e r  
machine  o r  a o o a r a t u s  son w h e e l s  however 
o r  one1 l e d :  

" w a t e r "  i n c l u d e s  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  and 
u n d e r a r o u n d  w a t e r  w h e r e v e r  lo.:ated and 
n a t u r a l  and a r t i f i c i a l  d r a i n a s e  c o u r s e s .  

(2) I n  d e t e r m i n i n u  f o r  t h e  o u r c a s e s  c-f 
t h i s  Act and a n v  e r o c e e d i n s s  t h e r e u n d e r  whether  
a n v t h i n a  is a  cmmtaminant or u n l l u t a n t  a s  d e f i n e d  
i n  s u b s e c t i o n  (1). r e o a r d  s h a l l  b e  had  n o t  o n l y  
t o  t h e  o r o b a b l e  e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  t h i n s  l t s e l f  b u t  
a l s o  t o  t h e  o r o b a b l e  c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i n a s  
o f  s u b s t a n t i a l l v  t h e  same 9comousition. 



PART I I 
Administration 

Reseonsibilities 3. (1) The Minister is charged with the 
o f  the Minister resnonsibilitv of eromotina and orotectina the 

eublic health bv DrovidinQ fur and ensurins the 
conservation and maintenance uf the environment. 

( 2 )  In particular, it is the resonns- 
ibility o f  the Minister t o  resulate. monitor and 
c,>ntrol the amztual and likely contamination or 
oollution o f  the environment from anv source. 
ensure 3:omol iance in all matters and a.:t ivit ies 
relatins thereto and establish minimum standards 
required for a clean and healthy envirmr.nment. 

4. (1) The Minister mav, in writins. 
delesate to a local authority. Dower t o  exercise. 
carv y  out and perform within the seoaraphical 
area of the lnszal authority such of his fun,=tions 
under this fict as he thinks advisable. and on 
such terms and condit ion* as he mav prescribe. 
but not a function under section 31 t o  make 
reaulat ions. 

(2) A local authoritv t o  which functions 
have been delesated by the Minister under this 
section shall. subject t o  such terms and 
conditions as are soecified in such dele~ation. 
do all thinos necessarv fur the carrvino out of 
those duties. oowers and funrt ic-ns. 

Establishment 5 (1) There shall be an Environmental 
#of Environmental Health Board which shall be resDunsible for 
Health Board advising the Minister a s  to anv matter r e l a t i n ~  
and Committees to environmental health. 

Schedule (2) The orovisions o f  the Schedule shall 
have effect' with resoect to the constitution and 
erocedure o f  the Board and otherwise in relation 
thereto. 

(3) Notwithstandina anvthino contained 
in this sem-tion. the Minister may aoooint 
Committees for the ouroose o f  advisino him on anv 
soecialized area of environmental health. 

(4) 6 oerson may be a e ~ o i n t e d  a member 
(of any such committee for a oeriod not exceedins 
three vears. but anv member so a ~ o o i n t e d  shall be 
elisible for re-appointment. 



Establishment o f  6. (11 Without erejudice t o  anvthinu 
Environmental contained in the Public Health Act. 1977. with 
Health Division respect to the Public Health Department. there 
of the Public shall be established an Environmental Health 
Health Department Division o f  the Department which shall be under 

the control of the Chief Environmental Health 
Officer and which division shall perform such 
functions a s  are prescribed bv this Act. 

(2) The Chief Environmental Health 
Officer shall be the principal technical adviser 
to the Minister in matters relatinq t o  
environmental health and subject to the ueneral 
and saecific directions of the Minister. shall be 
resoonsibla for the administration and enforce- 
o f  the provisions of this Act. 

(3) In pursuance of his res~onsibilities 
and funl~tions under this Act, the Chief Environ- 
mental Health Officer shall maintain constant 
consultations with the other Departments of the 
Ministry and with other Government Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies which are reeponsible 
for matters related t o  environmental health. 

(4) The officers of the Environmental 
Health Division shall discharge functions under 
this Act a s  authorised and directed by the Chief 
Environmental Health Officer. 

(51 In the execution of their functions 
under this Act, the Chief Environmental Health 
Officer and the officers of the Division may call 
upon any police officer t o  lend such assistance 
a s  may be required and such p01 ice officer shall 
assist accordinaly. 

( 6 )  The Minister mav, by writina under 
his hand. deleuate t o  the Chief Medical Officer 
or the Chief Environmental Health Officer any of 
his functions under this Act other than a 
function under section 31 to make Reuulations. 

(8) Any delegation while in force shall 
not prevent the discharae by the Minister .of anv 
functions thereby deleaated and may be made 
subject t o  such conditions. qualifications and 
exceptions a s  may be spec if ied. 

Functions of 7. (1) The Division shall arrange and 
Environmental carry out all functions which are required for 
Division the proper discharge o f  the responcibilities and 

functions of the Minister under this Act, and 
without prejudice t o  the qeneralitv of t h e  
foregoing, the Division shall - 



invest iaate problems and institute 
preventive and remedial measures in 
resoect of environmental Dollution. 
the manaaement and disposal o f  
solid. liauid and aaseous wastes. 
f ood and drinks manasement. 
nuisance. rodents. insect oests and 
general sanitat ion; 

conduct research. studies and 
monitorinq oroorammes related t o  the 
matters in oaraaraph (a):. 

aather. collate. analyse. oublish 
and disseminate information relevant 
to oaraaraoh (a): 

oromote the olannino. aeoroval . 
fundina and implementation o f  
measures desianed t o  ensure the wise 
and safe use of the environment: 

provide ways and means for the 
trainino of oersons involved in 
environmental health services: 

undertake and carrv out all related 
survevs. monitorino and investiaa- 
tions and Dreoare the necessarv 
reports, plans and oroarammes: 

maintain and noerat= the necessarv 
laboratorv analvtical and insoection 
facilities: 

provide advice i n  the field of 
environmental health and other 
supportive services t o  the Ministry 
and other Government Aoencies in 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines: 

imolement and administer aooroved 
oroorammes: 

keep abreast o f  technol oaical and 
other advances in the field of 
environmental health and initiate 
the uodatina of leaislation. 
standards and procedures in this 
connect ion; 

advise on, Plan, oraanize and 
actively pursue the trainina o f  all 
personnel required for the proper 
administration o f  this Act: and 



A~oointment of 
Chief Environ- 
mental Health 
Officer and 
other em01 ovees 

Exemption from 
liability 

Certificate of 
d p p r o ~ a l  for 
certain matters 

(1) cause t o  be submitted t o  the 
Minister by the end o f  March in 
everv year. in such form as t h e  
Minister mav reouire, a report o f  
its activities durina the twelve 
months endins on the 31st dav o f  
December in the orecedins vear. and 
when reouested, such other reports 
as the Minister mav reouire 
concernina its ooerations. 

8. (1) There shall be ao~ointed. in the 
manner authorised bv law. for the ourooses of 
this Act a Chief Environmental Health Officer and 
such number of environmental health officers a s  
mav from time t o  time be required for the admin- 
istration o f  this Act and the Regulations made 
thereunder. 

(2) Notvithstandinq anvthino contained 
in anv other enactment. no Dersan shall be 
appointed to the office of  Chief Environmental 
Health Officer or anv other office under sub- 
section (1) unless he holds such qualifications 
as mav be prescribed bv rules made under this 
section. 

9. Nothino done bv the Minister. or anv 
envivonmental health officer or any person act ina 
under the authoritv o f  the Minister or the Chief 
Environmental Health Officer shall. if such thinq 
were done bona fide for the purpose of executins 
anv o f  the provisions of this Act or anv 
Reaulations made thereunder, subject such officer 
or person t o  any action. liability claim or 
demand. 

PART I 1  I 
Environmental Health Matters 

11). ( 1 1  No person shall 

(a) construct, alter. extend or replace 
anv plant. structure, equipment. 
apparatus, mechanism or thin0 that 
mav emit or discharqe. or from which 
rnav be emitted or discharoed a 
contaminant or oollutant into anv 
oart of the environment: or 

(b:l carrv on or alter a orocess or rate 
of production with the result that a 
contaminant or oollutant mav be 
emitted or discharoed into anv oart 
of the environment: or 



( C >  Carry on or alter a orocess or rate 
of production with the result that 
the rate. or manner o f  emission or 
discharae o f  a contaminant ,ar 
pollutant into anv part of the 
environment mav be altered. 

unless he has first obtained a certificate of 
aoproval issued in accordance with this section 
bv the Chief Environmental Health Officer 
aoorovina the method or device or both. t o  be 
e m ~ l o v e d  t o  control or prevent the emission Ur 
discharae of anv contaminant or oollutant into 
anv Dart of the environment. 

( 2 )  The Chief Environmental Health 
Officer mav require an a ~ p l i c a n t  for a 
certificage of aporoval under subsection ( 1 )  t o  
submit such plans. specifications and other 
information a s  may be prescribed and t o  carrv out 
and report on anv tests or exper iments relat ina 
to the plant. structure. eauiement. anoaratus. 
mechanism or thin. or t o  the orocess. rate of 
production, methods and devices t o  be employed t o  
control or prevent t h e  emission of discharae o f  
any contaminant or pollutant into anv part o f  the 
environment. 

(3) The Chief Environmental Health 
Officer shall. upon beinq satisfied that the 
method or device or both. t o  be used t o  control 
01 prevent the emission or discharge of any 
contaminant or oollutant into anv part o f  the 
environnent is adeauate t o  prevent or acontrol 
such emission or discharqes, w a n t  a certificate 
of aooroval or if not s o  satisfied. shall refuse 
t o  arant t h e  certificate. 

( 4 )  A celtifiiate of apnroval shall be 
subject t o  such conditions as the Chief 
Environmental Health Officer mav imoose. 

( 5 )  The Chief Environmental Health 
Officer mav. from time to time. varv in such 
manner a s  he thinks fit. the conditions contained 
in a certificate o f  aoproval. 

(6) Where it anpears t o  the Chief 
Environmental Health officer that the holder o f  a 
certificate of aDDroval has failed t o  comelv with 
the conditions subJect t o  which the certificate 
was aranted. h e  mav. after a i v i n ~  that person a 
hear ina. revoke the certificate. 



( 7 )  0 person who is dissatisfied with 

Prohibitions and 
obl ioations in 
the interest of 
the environment 

Notification of 
emission or 
discharue etc. 
of contaminant 
or oollutant 

(a) the refusal of the Chief Environ- 
mental Health Officer t o  issue a 
certificate o f  approval: or 

(b) the terns and conditions attached t o  
a certificate or aeeroval: or 

( C )  the variation of anv terms and 
conditions contained in a 
certificate of aooruval: or 

(d) the revocation of a certificate of 
a ~ p r o v a l  . 

mav apveal to the Minister within fourteen davs 
of beina notified of such decision. 

11. (1) No oerson shall create or allow t o  
exist on or emanate from premises which he owns 
or occupies. conditions which are insanitarv or 
constitute a nuisance or are conducive t o  the 
breedinu or harbouring or rodents, insect pests. 
termites or other vermin. 

( 2 )  NO person shall dump on. or 
otherwise deposit or leave any refuse in anv 
v u b l i ~  place or open space. 

(3) Every owner or occupier o f  ~ r e n i s e s  
shall keep in a clean condition anv open soace t o  
the front of his oremises which abuts onto a 
public road. 

( 4 )  No oerson shall k e e ~  or otherwise 
shelter anv domestic or other animal otherwise 
than a s  vrescribed. 

( 5 )  Food and drink shall be handled in 
such manner a s  mav be orescribed bv Reoulations. 

( 6 )  No verson shall transvort. treat or 
otherwise dispose o f  solid and liauid wastes on 
or from any premises otherwise than in accordance 
with the Act or with Regulations made thereunder. 

12. Everv person who 

(a) deposits in. adds to. emits or 
discharues into the envirnnment anv 
contaminant or oollutant. or 



(b) is resoonsible for a source of 
contaminant or pollutant that is 
deoosited in. added to. emitted or 
discharaed into the environment. 

in an amount. concentration or level in excess uf 
that prescribed shall forthwith notifv the Chief 
Environmental Health Officer o f  the deposit. 
addition. emission or discharue. 

Power t o  unload 13. (1) Anv oort officer or health officer 
or destroy cargo who discovers or is notified of outrid. decayed 

or offensive matter or substance or anv contami- 
nant or pollutant on board a vessel in any port 
shall forthwith notify the Chief Environmental 
Health Officer of such discovery. 

(2) In the interest and protection of 
health the h i e f  Environmental Health Officer may 

(a) order the unloadins o f  the caruo of 
any vessel. and d ~ r e c t  and reaulate 
the manner i n  which. and place where 
the carqo shall be loaded or stored; 
or 

(b) order the destruction of anv caroo 
or oortion thereof. which he may 
consider t o  be in a outrescent state 
or which is likelv t o  promote the 
spread of  disease or to be otherwise 
injurious t o  health. 

PeRT I V  

Spec ial Pouers 

Chief Environ- 14. ( 1 )  When the Chief Environmental Health 
mental Health Officer is of the ooinion that a source o f  con- 
Officer mav taminant or pollutant is addins to, emitting or 
issue order discharqino into the environment anv contaminant 

or oollutant that constitutes, nr the amount. 
concentration or level o f  which constitutes. an 
immediate danger t o  life or the health of anv 
oerson or t o  Drooertv. he may issue an order 
directed t o  the oerson resoonsible for the sourre 
of the contaminant or pollutant to abate the 
pub1 ic nuisance. 

(2) When. in the opinion of the Chief 
Environmental Health Officer it is necessarv or 
advisable t o  do so, h e  mav. bv an order directed 
to any person, require that perscan t o  have on 
hand and available at all times such eouioment 



and material a s  the order specifies t o  alleviate 
the effect of anv contamination or Dollution on 
the environment. 

(3) A eerson t o  whom an order is 
directed under this section shall comelv with 
that order. 

Power of entrv 15. (1) The Chief Medical Officer. the Chief 
Environmental Health Officer or anV person 
authorised in writing by him or by the Minieter. 
may at anv reasonable time enter any premises for 
the purpose of 

(a) ascertaininu whether there is or has 
been on or in connection with the 
premises. anv contravention o f  the 
pr8,visil:3ns of this Act or anv 
Reuulations made thereunder and t o  
examine the premises and take awav 
samples of anvthinu bv means o f  or 
in relation to which h e  believes anv 
provision o f  this Act has been 
contravened: 

( b )  ascertainino whether or not circum- 
stances exist which vould authorise 
or require the Chief Medical Officer 
or the Chief Environmental Health 
Officer t o  take anv action or 
execute anv uccrk under this Act or 
anv Reuulations made thereunder: 

(C) tdkinq any action 01 executinq 
anvthinu authorised or required t o  
be done under this Act or anv 
Reuulat ions made thereunder; 

(d) performing anv function conferred on 
the Minister or the Chief Medical 
Officer or the Chief Environmental 
Health Officer under this Art or anv 
Reuulations made thereunder: or 

(e) oenarallv examining and inspectins 
the premises. 

(21 Anv person claimins a riuht to enter 
anv Dremises shall oroduce the document author is- 
ino him in that behalf. 

(3) A document Duroortino t o  have been 
~ i u n e d  hv the Minister. or t h e  Chief lledical 
Officer or Chief Environmental Health Officer. 
shall be deemed until the rontrarv is oroved. t o  
have been siuned bv that person. 



(4 )  Anv o f f i c e r  or n e r s o n  who e n t e r s  a n v  
o r e m i s e s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  6 e c t i o n .  s h a l l  l e a v e  
t h e  p r e m i s e s  as e f f o c t u a l l v  s e c u r e d  a a a i n s t  
t r e s p a s s e r s  a s  h e  found them. 

Power t o  compel  16. ( l )  Where it  a p p e a r s  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  
a n d  e x e c u t e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o r  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f .  
c e r t a i n  works  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n v  works  i n  or on a n v  p r e m i s e s  
a n d  r e c o v e r  are  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  may s e r v e  on t h e  
c o s t s  owner o r  o c c u p i e r  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s ,  a n o t i c e  i n  

w r i t i n a  s i o n e d  bv t h e  M i n i s t e r  or bv any o c r s o n  
a u t h o r i s e d  bv t h e  M i n i s t e r  i n  t h a t  b e h a l f  
r e q u i r  i n a  t h e  owner o r  occuo  i e r  t u  e x e c u t e  s u c h  
works  a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r v .  

( 2 )  A n o t i c e  under  r j u b s e r t i c - n  (1:) s h a l l  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  works  t o  b e  ekecu tec l  
and s p e c i f y  a  o e r i o d  o f  t i m e  a f t e r  th*= e , . o i r a t i d n  
o f  which  t h e  M i n i s t e r  may c a u s e  t h e  work t o  b e  
c a r r i e d  o u t  i f  i t  h a s  n o t  orevimrmnslv been  
e x e c u t e d .  

PAF'T V 
P r o c e d u r e  R e s a r d i n a  A o o e a l s  a n d  R e l a t e d  M a t t e r r  

A ~ o e a l  under  17. ( 1 )  A o e r s o n  s e r v e d  w i t h  a  n o t i c e  under  
s e c t i o n  1 6  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 1 )  o f  s e c t i o n  1 6  o r  a n v  p e r s o n  h a v i n a  

a n  e s t a t e  o r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  t o  which 
t h e  n o t i c e  re la tes  mav a t  a n v  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  
e u o i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  
n o t i c e  o u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s u b s e c t i o n  
( 2 )  o f  t h a t  s e c t i o n  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r u l e s  
o f  c o u r t .  a o a e a l  t o  a  J u d a e  i n  Chambers  a a a i n s t  
t h e  n o t i c e  on t h e  a r o u n d  - 

( a )  t h a t  t h e  n o t i c e  or r e a u i r e m e n t  is 
n o t  j u s t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  o r o t e c t i o n  o f  
o r  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h :  o r  

( b )  t h a t  t h e r e  is some i n f o r m a l i t v .  
d e f e c t  o r  e r r o r  i n  o r  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  n o t i c e .  o r  

( c )  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  h a s  r e f u s e d  
u n r e a s o n a b l v  t o  a c o r o v e  t h e  
e x e c u t i o n  of  a l t e r n a t i v e  works:  o r  

( d )  t h a t  w o r k s  r e a u i r e d  bv t h e  n o t i c e  t o  
b e  e x e c u t e d  a r e  u n r e a s o n a b l e  i n  
c h a r a c t e r  nr e x t e n t  or a r e  u n n e c e e  
s a r v :  01 



(e) tha t  t he  t ime w i t h i n  which the works 
are required by the nu t i ce  t o  be 
executed i 5 not reasonablv 
s u f f i c i e n t  for t he  purpose: or 

( f )  tha t  the no t i ce  might l a w f u l l y  have 
been served on the occupier of  t he  
premises t o  which i t  r e l a t e s  instead 
o f  t he  owner. ,or on the owner 
instead o f  t he  o c c u ~ i e r .  and i t  
should have been so served: or 

o where the  work i s  fo r  thecommon 
benef i t  o f  t he  premises t o  whi8.h the 
no t i ce  r e l a t e s  and other orenises. 
tha t  the owner or ocaruoier of  the 
other ~ r e m i s e s  t o  be benef i t ted.  
uuoht t o  cont r ibu te  trrawards the 
enoenses of  executina anv works 
required. 

( 4 )  Where an appeal under subsection (3) 
i s  based on the qround spec i f ied  i n  paraaraoh 
(b). t he  Judoe sha l l  dismiss the appeal i f  he i s  
s a t i s f i e d  tha t  the in fu rmal i tv .  defect or errm3r 
i s  not a mater ia l  one. 

( 5 )  Where the  orounds upon which an 
appeal i s  brouuht under subsection (3) inc lude a 
around spec i f ied  i n  paraoraoh t f )  or to) of  tha t  
subsection the  a o ~ e l l a n t  s h a l l  serve a coov o f  
h i s  no t i ce  u f  appeal on each other person 
re fe r red  t o  the re in  and mav serve a c o ~ v  thereof 
on anv person havinq an es ta te  or i n te res t  i n  t he  
premises t c  which the no t i ce  under subsection ( 1 )  
re la tes .  

( 6 )  On t he  hearing of  an a o ~ e a l  under 
subsection (3) .  t he  Judse nay make such order as 
he t h i n k s  f i t  i n  respect o f  t he  person bv whom 
anv work i s  reauired t o  be executed and the 
c o n t l i b u t i o n  t o  be made bv anv other person 
towards the  cust o f  t he  wnrk or as t o  t he  
orooort ion i n  which anv expenses which mav become 
recoverable by the Min is te r  under subsection ( 1 1 )  
are t o  be borne by the  apD.llant and the  other 
persons. 

( 7 )  In exerc is ing h i s  oowers under 
subsection (6) the Judqe sha l l  have reuard 

(a1 as between an owner and an occupier 
t o  the terms and condi t ions.  whether 
contractual  or s t a t u t o r y  o f  the 
tenancy and t o  the nature o f  the 
work reuuired: and 



(b) in anv case. to the dearee of 
benefit t o  be derived bv the 
different persons concerned. 

(8) Where an aooeal is brm3uaht under 
subsection (3) the Judae shall aive directions 
for uivina effect to his decision includino. 
where aoorooriate. directions for suestionino the 
notice t o  which the apoeal relates or for varvina 
the terms o f  the notice in favour of the 
aopellant. 

(9) Where the notice t o  which the aeoeal 
relates is varied. or the appeal is dismissed. 
the Judse mav direct that the notice shall not 
come into force until such date (not beinu more 
than twentv eiaht davs from the determination o f  
the aooeal) as he thinks fit. 

(10) The determination of an aooeal under 
subsection (3) bv a Judae in Chambers shall be 
final. 

(11) If at the exoiration of the period 
soecified in the notice under subsection ( 1 )  or 
directed bv a Judoe in the determination of an 
appeal under subsection (3). the work specified 
in the notice or a s  varied bv a Judae has not 
been executed. the Minister mav cause the work t o  
be carried out and on comolet ion thereof mav 
recover the reasonable costs as a debt due t o  
the Crown in civil oroceedinas before a 
Maaistrate for the district in which the ovenises 
are situated notwithstandina the Drovision in anv 
enactment of a financial limit t o  the 
jurisdiction of a Maaistrate. 

(12) In any proceedinqs under subsection 
(11) the validitv of the notice t o  which the 
proceedinus relate shall not be questioned on 
anv around specified in subsection (3). 

Aoeeals t o  18. (1) Subject to section 17, a person 
Mauistrate's auurieved by a decision o f  anv functionarv who is 
C C I U ~  t S authorised t~ act under this CIct or any 

Resulations made thereunder mav aoeeal. bv wav of 
comolaint. aqainst that decision. t o  the 

maoistrate who has jurisdiction in the district 
in which the auurieved oerson resides. 

( 2 )  Gn aeoeal mentioned in subsection 
( 1 ,  mav be brouaht within twentv-one davs from 
the date on which notice of the decision 
4:oncerncd was aivcn t o  the oerson desirinu t o  



a p p e a l  and f o r  t h e  u i i r o o s e s  o f  t h i s  s b b s e c t i o n .  
t h e  a e o l i c a t i n r .  r r , ,  t h e  c o m a l a i n t  s h a l l  b e  deemed 
t o  b e  t h e  b r ~ n o l n q  o f  t h e  d o p e a l .  

(3) I i ,  a n y  c a s e  where  a n  acDeal  u n d e r  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  l i e s ,  t h e  document n o t i  f v i n , ,  t h e  
o e r s o n  c o n c e r n e d  o f  t h e  decisim:en 8- i t h e  
f u n c t i o n a r v  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  s h a l l  s t a t e  t.le r i o h t  
o f  a o u e a l  t , r  a W a o i s t r a t e ' s  I C D L L V ~  and t h e  t i m e  
w i t h i n  w h i i h  t h e  a o o e a l  may b e  b r o u o h t .  

(411 The a o p p l l a n t  s h a l l  w i t h ~ n  t h e  t i m e  
s o e c i f i e d  i n  subsection 2 ' .  s e r v e  a n o t i r e  i n  
w r i t i n o  s i o n e d  bv t h e  a n p e l l a n t  o r  h i s  i:ounscl or 
a t t o r n e y  o n  t h e  n e r s o n  whose d e r i s i o n  is b e i n o  
a o o e a l e d  r,f h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a o u e a l  and o f  t h e  
g e n e r a l  o r v u n d s  of  a o o e a l  . 

(5'1 Any u e r s o n  a q q r i e v e d  bv a n y  s u c h  
d e r i s i n n  mav. uoon n o t i c e  t o  t h a t  u e r s o n .  a o ~ l v  
t o  t h e  M a n i s t r a t e  f o r  l e a v e  t,:, e - t e n d  t h e  t i m e  
w i t h i n  which t h e  n u t i r e  may b e  s e r v e d  and t h e  
M a q i s t r a t s  ugon t h e  h e a r  i n a  o f  t h e  a o o l  i c a t  i n n  
may e x t e n d  t h e  t i m e  n r e s r r i b e d  by t h i s  s e r t l o n .  

( 6 1  The p e r s o n  whose d e c i s x o n  is b e i n s  
a p p e a l e d  s h a l l  upon r e c e i v i n g  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  
a p p e a l ,  t r a n s m i t  t n  t h e  M a q i s t r a t e  a ccmpy *of t h e  
d e r x s l v n  and a l l  p a o e r s  r e l a t i n o  t o  t h e  a p p e a l .  

( 7 ,  A t  t h e  h e a r i n q  of  t h -  apDeal  t h e  
a p p e l l a n t  s h a l l .  b e f o r e  o r , l n o  intcm t h e  c a s e .  
s t a t e  a l l  q r o u n d s  caf a p p e a l  un Which h e  i n t e n d s  
t o  r ~ l r  a r ~ d  s h a l l  n o t ,  u n l e s s  bv l e a v e  o f  t h e  
M a q l s t r a t e .  o o  i n t o  a n y  m a t t e r s  n u t  r a l s e d  by t h e  
s t a t e m e n t .  

E f f e c t  o f  1'3. Where, i n  a n  a o o e a l  rnent ~ o n e d  in s e c t  i , rn  
,:our t dec  is i  ,on 18. a  c o u r t  v a r i e s  er r e v e r s e s  t h e  decision of a n  

author-  i t v .  i t  s h e l l  b e  t h e  d u t y  of  t h c  au thc , r  i t v  
t o  o i v e  e f f e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  r r , u r t .  a n d .  i n  
o a r t i , : u l a r .  t o  i s ran t  a n y  n n c e s s a r v  l i c e n ~ e  and tc ,  
make a n v  n e c e s s a r v  e n t r v  i n  a n v  r e o l s t e r .  

P i o h t  t u  c a r r v  20 .  ( 1 )  Where a  d e c i s i o n  o f  a n  u t h o r i t v  i s  
on b u s i n e s s  a o p e a l a b l r  under  t h t s  Art  or t h e  P e o u l a t i o n s  and 
r~endlnr l  h e a r i n m  t h e  decis14:sn mal:rs  i t  i.mlawfttl f u r  a uersc ,n  
,cf a u u e a l  

(a1 t o  r a r r v  cn a n v  h \ . , s i n e s r  w h l , . I ~  h e .  
? r  h i s  immrdtatr?  o r e d e c c s s o r  i n  t h v  
business was l a w f ~ t l l v  r a r r v i n o  ,an a t  
t h e  d a t e  when t h e  dei- is i , : , i~  udS+ 
o i v c n .  o r  



fences 

(b) t o  use anv premises for anv our0ose 
for which he. or such oredecessor . 
was lawfullv usins them at that 
date. 

he mav carrv on that business and use tfiose 
oremises for that purpose until the time for 
appealinu has expired and. if an a p ~ e a l  is 
brouqht. until t h e  appeal is disposed o f  or 
struck out for want of prosecution. 

(2) The riuhts oiven bv subsection (1) 
shall aeplv also where the decision of a c o P t .  
in anv proceedinas in respect o f  an offence uoder 
this R c ~  01 the Reuulations. makes it u n l a ~ f u l  
for a Dersan t o  carrv on a business or use 
premises for anv purpose for which he was 
lawfullv carrvine on business or s o  using 
pvemises i mmediatelv before the decision was 
siven. 

PART V1 
Offences, Penalties and Proceedings 

21. (1) Any person who, otherwise than in 
accordance with this Ckt and the Resulations. 
deoosits in. adds to. emits or discharses into 
the environment anv contaminant or pollutant or 
w h ~ .  Permits the deposit. emission or dismrharue 
into the environment o f  anv contaminant or 
oollutant from anv source commits an offence. 

( 2 '  Anv person who 

(a) assaults. resists. obstructs 
or impedes anv authorised 
officer in the execution o f  
his duties under this Act. or 

(b) knowincly makes anv false or 
misleadina statement t o  anv 
authorised officer ensaued in 
carrvina out his duties under 
this Act. 

commits an offence and is liable on summarv 
conviction t o  a fine not exceedins five hundred 
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not 
e*ceedino six months or to both such fine and 
imorisonment. 

General penalty 22. (1) Anv oerson who fails t o  carrv out or 
contravenes anv of the provisions o f  this Act or 
anv Reuul at ions made thereunder commits an 
offence and where there is no specific oenaltv 



0ffenc.r by 
bodv corporate 

Institutino 
oroceedinos etc. 

Limitation on 
 rosec cut ions 

Liability of 
employer 

provided. is liable on summary conviction t o  a 
fine not exceedina five thousand dollars or to 
imor isonment for a term not euceedina twelve 
months or t o  both such fine and imprisonment, and 
in the case of a second or subseouent offence, t o  
a fine not exceedinn ten thousand dollars or t o  
imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve 
months or t o  both such fine and imprisonment. 

(2) In the case of a continuina offence. 
the offender is liable t o  a further fine not 
exceedina five hundred dollars for each dav that 
the offence continues after the day of *:onvim:tion 
thereof, and in default of payment t o  
imprisonment for a per iod not exceedina six 
months. 

23. Where an offence under this Act or the 
Reoulations is cnmmitted bv a bodv corporate and 
is proved t o  have been with the consent or 
connivance of. or t o  be attributable ta anv 
neolect or default on the oart o f  anv director. 
manaaer. secretary or other similar officer o f  
the body corporate, or anv oerson who was 
ouroortina to act in anv such caoacitv. S U C ~  

director. manaoer. secretary or other officer a s  
well a s  the body corporate is suiltv o f  that 
offence and is liable t o  the oenaltv orescribed 
bv this Act fljr that offence. 

24. (1 )  The Director o f  Public Prosecutions 
shall institute Droceedinos aaainst anv Person 
for an offence committed and for the recoverv of 
anv fine under this Act or anv Reoulations made 
thereunder. 

(2) A pvosecution for an offence under 
this Act or the Reaulations mav be instituted. 
heard. tried or determined bv the Maoistrate in 
whose district t h e  offence was committed or in 
anv place in uhich the accused is aoorehended or 
happens t o  be. 

25. A Prosecution under this Act or the 
Reaulations mav be instituted at anv time within 
twelve months from t h e  time the subiect matter of 
t h e  prosecution arose or the offence was 
committed, whichever is later. 

26. In a oro%ecution under this Act or the 
Reaulations. it is sufficient oroof of the 
offence t o  establish that it was committed bv an 
emolovee or aoent o f  the accused or bv a oerson 
ostensiblv in his emolovment whether or not he is 
identified or has been Prosecuted for the 
*of fence. 



R e f e r e n c e s  t o  27. Whenever i n  a n y  n o t i c e  o r  a n v  e r o c e e d i n q s  
t h e  owner o r  u n d e r  t h e  o r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h ~ s  Act or t h e  Requla -  
o c c u o i e r  o f  t i o n s .  i t  becmxmes n e c e s s a r y  t o  m e n t i o n  or r e f e r  
o r e m i s e s  t o  t h e  owner o r  o c c u o i e r  o f  a n v  l a n d s  or 

o r e m i s e s .  i t  s h a l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t u  d e s i a n a t e  him 
a s  t h e  "owner"  or " o c c u o i e r "  o f  t h e  s ~ e c i f i e d  
o r e m i s e s  witht=,ut f u r t h e r  name s r  d e s e r ~ n t ~ , m .  

S e r v i c e  of n o t i c e  28. Anv nc t i , : e ,  o r d e r  o r  o t h e r  document  made 
and  d o c u m e n t s  o r  s i v e n  u n d e r  t h i s  Act mav b e  s e r v e d  bv  

d e l i v e r i n u  t h e  same o r  a t r u e  c o o v  t h e r e o f  e i t h e r  
t o  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  whc4m i t  i s  a d d r e s s e d  ,or t o  h i s  
u s u a l  o r  l a s t  known o l a c e  o f  abc,de S:.? b u s i n e s s  
o r .  when a d d r e s s e d  t c ,  t h e  uwner or o r c u e l e r .  t h e n  
t a  some a d u l t  on t h e  oremises. r,r i f  t h e r e  is n o t  
s u c h  o e r s o n .  t h e n  bv a f f  i x i n o  o n e  c o o v  r,f t h e  
n o t  i c e  t o  some c o n s ~ i r u r n l s  D a r t  n f  t h e  n r e m i s e s  
a n d  i n  c a s e  of emergency .  any  s u c h  n o t i c e  i f  
v e r b a l l y  o i v e n  t o  t h e  o e r s o n  whom t h e  Act or t h e  
R e q u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t o  b e  s e r v e d  or nm3tif ied.  
s h a l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t l v  o i v e n .  

Documentary 
e v i d e n c e  

Onus o f  
comol i a n c e  

29. I n  a n v  ~ r o c e e d i n a s  under  t h l s  Act or  
t h e  R e o u l a t i o n s .  a n v  document  o r  w r i t i n o  
o u r o o r t i n q  t o  b e  s i s n e d  bv  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o r  bv a n  
o f f i c e r  a c t i n s  under  t h i s  A c t .  i s  a d m i s s i b l e  i n  
e v i d e n c e  i n  a o r o s e c u t i o n  f o r  a v ~ o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Act o r  t h e  R e o u l a t i o n s  and  is e r l m a  f a c i e  o r o o f  
of t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  t h e r e , " ;  b u t  nu s u c h  
document o r  w r i t i n o  is r e c e i v a b l e  i n  e v i d e n c e  
u n l e s s  t h e  p a r t y  i n t e n d i n q  t o  pr*:aduce i t  h a s  
b e f o r e  t h e  t r i a l ,  g i v e n  tm, t h e  o a r t v  a s a i n s t  whom 
i t  is l n t e n d e d  t o  b e  p r o d u c e d ,  r e a s o n a b l e  na t i aze  
o f  s u c h  i n t e n t i o n .  t o q e t h e r  w i t h  a c o o v  o f  t h e  
r e r t i f i r a t e  ur w r i t i n q  and  t h e  p a r t y  a q a i n s t  whom 
i t  is p r o d u c e d  may r e q u i r e  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  t h e  
oers t=n  s i u n i n q  t h e  same fo r  t h e  ourpmzmse ,of c r o s s -  
e x a m i n a t  i o n .  

30. Where a n v  a c t  c.r t h i n o  i s  bv  t h e  Act c,? 
t h e  R e a u l a t  i o n s  o r o h i b i t e d  or o r e s c r  i b e d .  t h e  
d u t v  o f  s e e i n o  t h a t  s u c h  orohibitim:an or 
o r e s c r i o t i o n  is c o m o l i e d  w i t h  rests uoon t h e  
o e r s o n  t o  whom t h e  o r o h i b i t i r . n  ,:*r o r e s c r  i o t  ic.4, 
r e l a t e s .  w h e t h e r  owner .  o c c u o i e r .  a o e r a t o r  or 
o t h e r  o e r s o n .  a n d  i n  a n v  o r o s e c u t i o n  under  t h i s  
Act  o r  t h e  R e s u l a t i o n s  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  o r o v i n q  t h a t  
s u c h  o r o h i b i t i o n  ur o r e s c r i n t i o n  was c o m o l i e d  
w i t h ,  r e s t s  uoun s u c h  o e r s o n .  



PART V11 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  

Powev t o  make 3 .  1 The M i n i s t e r .  mav make R u l e s  a n d  
r e o u l a t  i n n s  R e o u l a t i o n s  fm:ar t h e  o r o o e r  e x e c u t i o n  and c a r r v i n o  

o u t  o f  t h e  o r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  Q c t  a e n e r a l l v  a n d  
i n  o a r t i t : u l a r  mav make r e o u l a t i o n s  r e s o e r t i n a  t h e  
f o l l o w i n o  m a t t e r s  - 

( a )  a n v t h i n o  which mav b e  p r e s c r i b e d :  

(b:l t h e  o r r c t e c t i o n  o f  w a t e r  from 
i n f e c t i o n  and p o l l u t i o n  bv 

< i  > t h e  i n s o e c t  i ~ n  and a o o r o v a l  
o f  s o u r c e s  o f  s u o p l v  a n d  t h e  
r o n d i t i o n s .  i f  any .  on which 
s u c h  a p o r o v a l  is a r a n t e d :  

( i i : ,  t h e  t e s t i n o  and a n a l v s i s  o f  
w a t e r  : 

I : i i i >  e n s u r  i n o  t h e  o r o o e r  c o n -  
s t r u c t i o n .  a l t e r a t i o n .  main- 
t e n a n r e  and t h e  o u r  i f l c a t i n n  
cmf w a t e r  s u p o l  ies and w a t e r  
d i s t r i b u t i n q  s y s t e m s :  

v  e n s u r i n s  t h e  non-ool l u t l o n  of  
any  r i v e r ,  s t r e a m .  s p r i n q  or 
p a r t  t h e r e o f  c o n t r i b u t i n o  t o  
a  D u b l i c  w a t e r  s u o o l y  : 

( v )  t h e  r e s ~ t l a t l o n  a n d  o r o h l b i t -  
i o n  of p e r s u n s  b a t h  i n q .  
w a s h i n s  c l o t h e s .  r l e a n i n q  
v e h i r l e i ,  u t e n s l l s  or a n i m a l s  
a t  or i n  a n y  r i v e r  o r  s t r e a m  
o r  sor i n q  ,:(v p a r t  t h e r e o f  
ccmnt r ibu t inq  t o  a p u b l i c  
v a t e r  s u p o l y :  

( v i ,  t h e  d i s n o s a l  n f  w a s t e  w a t e r  
and e f f l u e n t s :  

( v i i ' ?  t h e  s e t t i n a  o f  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
t h e  h v o i e n i r  m,a in tenaoce  and 
u s e  of  "~ubl  imr s a n i t a r v  
rz:*nvenience. b a t h s .  
washrooms. l a u n d e r m a t s .  
l a u n d r i e s  a n  d r v - ~ , : l e a n i n c  
e s t a h l  i s h m e r ~ t s :  

h i  i i  I t h e  rem,sval .and d i s o n s c t l  o f  
d e r e l i c t  and abandoned  
veh i , : l ?s :  



(cl the matters or conditions which 
shall be deemed to constitute a 
nuisance, the prevention. abatement 
or removal nf nuisances and 
insanitary conditions on pub1 ic or 
private property which are or may 
become injurious t o  the public 
health: 

(d) the resulation and control o f  the 
environmental health asoects of 
seaports. harbours. marinas and 
airports: 

(el the control and erevention o f  
radiation hazards and the d i s ~ o s a l  
o f  radioactive or otherwise 
hazardous wastes: 

(fl the prevention and control nf 
pollution o f  the air, includinq 
control o f  emissions o f  smoke. 
qases, dust. Dart icles. fumes or anv 
combination of these, offensive 
odours or e ~ ~ e s s i v e  noise from 
factories. vessels. vehicles or anv 
other premises or thins: 

U the Drevention and control from 
contamination of land and the 
control o f  the use of land for the 
deposit of contaminants; 

(h> subject t o  the Constitution. the 
use. requlation. and control of 
beaches and areas of t h e  foreshore 
both above and below hiohwater mark, 
the removal of solid wastes 
therefrom, and the cleanins and 
keepins clean, o f  such beaches and 
areas and senerallv for the 
protection of the amenities of the 
same: 

(il the sanitary disDosal of refuse and 
other waste matter, includin.2 

(i )  the fixino of times for 
mrol lect ion and removal : 

( i i )  the method of removal and 
dis~osal: 



(iii) the elace of diseosal: 

(iv) the duties of owners and 
occuoiers of oremises in 
relation to the disoosal o f  
refuse and waste matter: 

<.j) the licensino of a eerson.  lace or 
institution for the carrvina on of 
anv business. o,:cuDat inn or 
undertakino that is or is made 
subject tu the reaulations, in 
vespect of the matters to which it 
is so subject. the fixino o f  the 
licence fee therefor. the oeriod 
thereof. and the cancellation. 
revocation or susoension of anv such 
licence: 

( 5 )  vest and vector control includino 
rodent prm3ofino of buildings. 
ereventive measures and use of 
pesticides: and 

(k) the forms to be used for the 
0~100Ses of this Act. 

(2) The reoulations made under sub- 
sect ion ( 1 )  mav 

(a) establish procedures for the issue. 
var iat ian. susoension or revocation 
of licences or permits in resoect of 
any activity c~~ntemelated bv this 
act: 

( b )  specify fees ur charqes or a system 
for fixing fees or charqes t o b e  
m i d  for arlv licence. permit. 
examination sert i f  icate. service 
rendered or any other matter for 
which a fee is iharqeable under this 
oct; 

(c) erovide for the recovery of fees or 
charoe~ eavable under paragraph (b) ; 

(d) stieulate penalties fur the 
contravention or failure to com~lv 
with anv reo~ilatinn made under this 
section: 



(e) orovide aoorooriate exemotions and 
soecial defences in resoect of anv 
requirements and oroceedinas under 
this Act or anv reaulations made 
hereunder: 

(f) vrmwide for aooeals to a court 
aoainst anv act or decision of anv 
oerson oerformed or made under 
reoulations; 

(Q) provide for the recoverv of exDenses 
incurred in carrvino out anv work 
done a s  a consequence o f  anv default 
bv anv Derson in complving with this 
Act or the requlations; 

(h) provide for compensation for damaqe 
or destruction uf anv orooertv in 
the exercise of anv Dowers conferred 
by this Act: and 

(i) orovide for their aoolication 
throushout Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines or such oart thereof a s  
mav be prescribed bv the Minister 
from time t o  time. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions uf 
section 25 of the Interoretation act. reoulations 
made under this section mav imouse a oenaltv of a 
fine not exceedino five thousand dollars or 
imorisonment for a term n o t  exceedino twelve 
months and in the case o f  a continuino offence a 
further fine not exceedino one thousand dollars 
for each dav that such offence continues. 

Bv-Laws respect- 32. (1) A Local Authoritv if otherwise 
inq pub1 ic empowered by law to make bv-laws resoecting 
health matters relatinq t o  public health within the 

aeoqraphical area of such nunic ipal ity, or 
whenever s o  authorised by the Minister, may make 
such by-laws. not inconsistent with this Act or 
the Regulations a s  may be necessary for matters 
relatins to environmental health in its 
municioal it". 

(2) Bv-laws made under subsection ( 1 )  
shall have.the effect of law when aooroved bv the 
Cabinet and published in the Gazette. 



Bv-laws t o  haye 
e f f e c t  w i th  
oubl i c a t  ion  i n  
soec i a1 
:ircumstances 

Pro tec t ion  of  
t rade secrets 
and other - 

conf l d e n t ~ a l  
znformat ,on 

33. (1) Notwithstandino anvthino contained 
i n  t h i s  act or anv other enactment. the publ ica-  
t i o n  or reou la t i ons  or bv-laws mav be dispensed 
w i th  i f  i n  the opin ion o f  t he  person or au tho r i t v  
empowered t o  make such bv-laws the  t ime reauired 
for t he  pub l i ca t i on  i n  t he  Gazette w i l l  be 
~ l e . J u d i c i a 1  t o  Publ ic  hea l th  by reason of  anv 
epidemic outbreak o f  disease or emeroency. 

(2) Bv-laws made but not publ ished i n  
t he  circumstances re fe r red  t o  i n  sub-section ( l )  
s h a l l  have the  immediate force o f  law. but s h a l l  
be publ ished i n  t he  Gazette as soon as 
n rac t i cab le  thereaf te r  and i s  not publ ished 
w i th in  two months a f t e r  t he  makino thereof .  such 
bv-laws sha l l  then cease t o  have anv force or 
e f f ec t .  

34. (l) No person who has acquired inform- 
a t i o n  i n  anv capaci ty  under t h i s  Act or i n  
performinq anv o f  h i s  funct ions or du t i es  under 
t h i s  act sha l l .  without t he  express consent of  
the oerson from whom tha t  in format ion has been 
received or acquired. d isc lose t o  anv Person anv 
such informat ion e x c w t  

(a) t o  an authorised o f f i c e r  or employee 
of  t h e  Department for t he  purpose of  
t he  performance of  h i s  du t i es  or t he  
exerc ise of  h i s  funct ions under t h i s  
act;  car 

i b )  when he i s  l a w f u l l y  required t o  make 
d isc losure  bv a court  of  rzompetent 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  Saint Vincent 
and the  Gr@nadines. 

(2) Where i n  any proceedinas i n  any 
Court t he  Court determines tha t  the l i k e l i h o o d  
e x i s t s  tha t  in format ion r e l a t i n a  t b  or evidence 
o f  anv t rade secre ts  or secret process or other 
commercial or f i n a n c i a l  informat i on  concerninq 
the establ  ish ina of  or maintainin. a c o m ~ e t i t i v e  
business Dos i t ion  mav be d isc losed or aiven, t he  
Court s h a l l  hear such informat ion or evidence i n  
camera and no record thereof s h a l l  be made pub1 i c  
u n t i l  the f i n a l  determination o f  the proceedinas. 
inc lud ina  anv aDbcal whereupon any such record 
s h a l l  be destroved i n  t he  Presence o f  and t o  t he  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  a f fec ted  partv. 

(3) Everv person who contravenes the  
Drovisions of  subsection (1) o f  t h i s  sec t ion  
commits an of fence aaainst t h i s  Act and s h a l l  be 



Expenses 

Crown 

liable on conviction t o  a fine not exceedina 
fifteen thousand dollars o r  t o  a term o f  
imprisonment not exceedina two years or to both 
such fine and imorisonment. 

35. bnv exoenses incurred in the adminis- 
tration o f  this bct shall be defraved out of 
moneys voted for the ouroose bv Parliament. 

36. This bct binds the Cruwn. 

SCHEDULE 
(Section 5<2) > 

Constitutions 1. l The Board shall consist o f  seven 
of Board members of whom 

(a> two members shall be 

(i )  the Chief Medical Officer; 
and 

(ii) t h e  Chief Environmental 
Officer. 

who shall be ex-of f icio members; 

(b) five members shall be appointed by 
instrument in writina by the 
Minister in his discretion. 

(2) The Chief Environmental Officer 
shall be t h e  chief executive officer of the Board 
but shall be subject t o  the directions o f  the 
Chief Medical Officer. 

Tenure o f  office 2. The member of the Board aooointed bv the 
Minister shall. sub.iect t o  the erolvisions of the 
Schedule. hold office for a oeriod o f  one year 
and shall be el iaible for re-aopointment for a 
further term. 

Chairman 3. The Chief Medical Officer shall be the 
Chairman o f  t h e  Board. 

Vice-chairman 4. The Chief Environmental officer shall be 
the Vice-Chairman o f  the Board. 

bctina Chairman 5. If the chairman or vice-chairman o f  the 
Board is prevented bv illness nor other cause from 
~ r e s i d i n a  at any meetina. the members shall 
choose a chairman t o  act on his behalf from amona 
t h e  members oresent, 



Revocation o f  6. The Min is te r  mav a t  anv t ime revoke t h e  
aooaintment auuuintment f i f  anv member of the Board. 

Procedure a t  
Meet inos 

F i l l i n a  of  
VaCanc i e s  

Ternoc.varv 
Member 

Rules as tea 
meet inos  

7. The names of  the members f i r s t  aDpointed 
and everv subseouent a ~ ~ o i n t m e n t  t o  t he  Board 
sha l l  be n o t i f i e d  i n  t he  Gazette. 

8. The w o r u m  of the  Board sha l l  be four. 

3 .  The Chairman or i n  t he  absence or 
i n a b i l i t v  t o  act of  t he  chairman. the 
vice-chairman s h a l l  preside a t  the meetinqs of  
t he  Board and when so oresiding. s h a l l  have an 
oriqinal and castinq vote. 

10. The Min is te r  s h a l l  as soon as possible. 
f i l l  any vatrancy a r i s i n q  on the Soard. but t he  
Board s h a l l  continue t o  exerc ise i t s  Powers as 
lonq as there  remain on the  Board a t  leas t  four 
members. 

11. I f  any member o f  t he  Board i s  a t  anv 
t ime orevented bv absence or other cause from 
ac t ino  as a  member. t he  Minister  mav appoint some 
other oerson i n  h i s  olace u n t i l  he re tu rns  or i s  
able t o  resume h i s  funct ions. 

12. The Min is te r  mav make r u l e s  as t o  
convenino and ho ld inq  of  meetinos of  t he  Board. 
t he  ormr*cedurc thereat and the circumstances i n  
which anv member s h a l l  vacate h i s  membershio. 

Passed in the House of Assembly this 3rd day of June, 1991 

1. THERESA ADAMS 
Clerk of the House of Assembly 




